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the treaty forced upon China in 1885, and two
treaties subsequently signed in 1887, France
obtained what seemed to be a privileged economic
position in southern China* A differential duty
in favour of France was to be levied on all goods
passing between Tonking and the Chinese
provinces of Yunnan and Kwangsi, and it was
provided that, if in this region China should build
railways, France would give " every facility to
procure in France the personnel she might need/*
This was the beginning of the use of the European
State's power indirectly to secure economic
advantages for its citizens in China. As the
century waned, more and more pressure was
exerted in the same direction by the imperialist
Powers upon China,, and a violent struggle between
those Powers for economic advantages ensued,
The exactions of France in 1885 and the next
decade were continually countered by Britain who
demanded and obtained similar territorial and
economic advantages* Thus in 1886 China was
compelled to recognise British sovereignty over
Burma; and in 1890 over Sikkim, But for the
reasons stated above, the political break up of
China which seemed not improbable in 1885 was
postponed, and the real attack of European